READING (ELEMENTARY LEVEL)

TASK 1 Are the sentences true or false?
Best friends

Beth and Gemma are cousins and they’re the same age. They are also best friends. They live in the same town and they are in the same class at school.  But the girls are very, very different! Beth loves sports and she swims every day. She gets up at 5.00 a.m. and goes swimming before school. Then, after school she goes to the gym and swims again! At the weekend she goes to different towns with her swimming team for competitions. On Sundays she stays at home and does her homework.

Gemma hates sports! She stays in bed every morning until 8.30 a.m. and at the weekend she stays in bed until 12.00! Gemma’s hobbies are shopping and parties! She goes shopping in town every Saturday afternoon with her friends and goes to a party on Friday nights. She goes to bed very late after the party! On Sundays she visits her brother and his wife. They have a baby and Gemma likes to play with her. Sometimes Gemma doesn’t do her homework and Beth helps her.

‘We’re very different and I don’t see Gemma often out of school, but we’re still best friends! We text and phone a lot,’ says Beth.

So, there is one thing they BOTH like to do. Talk!

1. Beth and Gemma have the same grandmother.  ____

2. Beth goes swimming before and after school.  ____

3. Gemma gets up early on Saturdays.  ____

4. Beth goes shopping with Gemma at the weekend.  ____

5. Gemma has a young niece.  ____

TASK 2 Are the sentences true or false?

Tonight on TV

Are you interested in fashion or sport? Well, Fashion Today is a new TV programme on Channel 8 and the first show is tonight at 6.30 p.m. On the programme Jane Sinden talks to lots of different people about clothes. She interviews people like you and me and she also talks to famous people. Tonight she talks to a very famous singer. This singer is married to a footballer and she has three beautiful children. She always wears amazing clothes. Do you know who she is? She tells Jane about her favourite clothes for women, for men and for children! Also on the programme Jane goes to a new clothes shop in London and a famous designer talks about fashion from the 1960s to today. It’s an excellent programme. 

There’s also something on TV tonight for people who love sports. There’s a new programme about different sports and where you can watch them. It’s called Watching Sport. Where can you watch rollerblading or gymnastics competitions? When are the national ice-skating competitions? Don’t go out tonight! Stay in and watch Fashion Today and Watching Sport. They’re amazing!

1. There are two new programmes on TV tonight.  ___
2. On the fashion programme there is an interview with a famous footballer.  ___

3. On the fashion programme we can learn about a place where we can buy clothes.  ___
4. The sports programme tells us where we can learn new sports.  ___

5. We can watch football matches on the sports programme.  ___

Task 3 Choose the best answers!

Home school: a good thing or a bad thing?
Some children don’t go to school. Well, they don’t learn in a classroom with a lot of other children; they stay at home and study with their mum or dad. They don’t learn at home because they have to, but because some parents think their children don’t learn enough at normal schools.

‘School isn’t good for my son,’ says Miranda Peeler, who teaches her son, Ben, at home. ‘Ben doesn’t work in class. He plays with his friends all the time and he doesn’t listen to the teacher. There are 30 children in his class, and it’s difficult for the teacher to teach ALL of them. Now I teach him at home. He learns all the important subjects and he does a lot of work. He has to; he’s the only one in the class! We study on the computer too. At school there is only one computer for all the children in the class. Ben likes home school. He’s a clever boy and he wants to learn. Here he can do that.’

Brenda Masters is a teacher. She doesn’t think it’s a good idea. ‘Yes, children learn a lot at home school. But they don’t play with their friends. They don’t learn how to work in a group. Work is important but play is important too. Friends are important. Sport is important. School is important!’

1   A lot of children study at home because


A  their parents want to teach them at home.


B  the teachers don’t want the children at school.

2   Ben’s mother thinks


A  Ben doesn’t study important subjects at school.


B  the classes are very big.
3   At Ben’s school


A  there are some computers.


B  the children don’t use computers.

4   Brenda thinks


A  parents aren’t good teachers.


B  children have to work and play.

5   Brenda thinks that home school is


A  a good thing.


B  a bad thing.

Task 4 Choose the best answers!

Children’s parties

Children’s parties are getting very expensive in the UK today. Everyone likes a party, especially when it’s a child’s birthday. A birthday is a very important day in the year. Children love the presents, the cards and the party. The problem is… the money.

It’s like a competition for the children and the parents. The children want to invite ALL their friends, not only one or two. They want a big cake not a small one, new clothes and wonderful games. They want their party to be special. The parents have to spend a lot of money on all these things. Some parents pay a party planner to organise their child’s party. That is very expensive. It is very popular today to have a special children’s show at the party. This is fun and the children love it but it is also expensive. There is usually a lot of food and drink at the party for the children AND their parents. And the birthday child often gives presents to all his/her friends when they go home. A lot of money!

Matt Kelsall and his wife are organising a party for their daughter, Katy. ‘It’s crazy,’ says Mark. ‘But all her friends have big, expensive parties and we have to organise a big party too! She’s only three years old. What about when she’s a teenager?!’

1 Today on their birthday children like


A  to go out with a lot of friends.


B  to invite a lot of friends to a party.

2 Parents pay a party planner to


A  give a special show.


B  organise the party.
3 At parties today


A  there are lots of children.


B  there are lots of children and lots of parents.

4 Matt is organising a big party because


A  all his daughter’s friends have big parties.


B  he wants to give his daughter a big party.

5 Matt’s daughter is


A  a teenager.


B  very young.

Task 5 Are the sentences true or false?

Is it a dream?

Are you sitting at home at the moment? Is it raining? Are you bored? Perhaps you would like to be somewhere different, somewhere warmer, more peaceful, more relaxing. Imagine a house on the most beautiful white beach in the world. The sun is shining and it is always hot. It never rains. The sea and sky are always blue and you can swim every day in clear, warm water. When you swim, brightly coloured fish swim with you. From your bedroom window you can see green hills and forests. In the forests there are rivers and beautiful waterfalls. Look carefully and you can see an eagle in the sky. Listen and you can hear the sound of insects. You can’t hear the sound of cars and you can’t see any supermarkets or busy shops. It’s perfect. 

Is this a dream? No. It’s real. A holiday on the tropical island of Carunda is the prize in our new competition. You can win a holiday in a dream house on this dream island every year for ten years! Visitors to Carunda say it has the best beaches, the most beautiful scenery and the nicest people in the world! You can see if they are right! Write 250 words starting with ‘Choose me for Carunda because …..’. Don’t wait! Do it today! Enter now!

1. The weather on the island is hot and dry.  ___

2. The island is quite flat.  ___

3. There is interesting wildlife on the island.  ___

4. In the competition you can win a house.  ___

5. For the competition you have to answer some questions.  ___

Task 6 Are the sentences true or false?
Two days in Paris

Paris. What a fantastic city! We arrived at the railway station early on Saturday morning and we walked to our hotel. It was quite a long way but it was sunny and warm. The hotel owner was happy to see us and showed us our room. It was amazing. From our window we could see the River Seine and the famous cathedral, Notre Dame. We stayed at the hotel for one night and ordered real French food in the restaurant! 

Later on Saturday morning we decided to take a boat trip down the Seine and we passed our hotel! Then we visited an art gallery and the Musee D’Orsay, which was once a railway station. There are a lot of Monet’s paintings there. I love his work.

On Sunday we walked in the park by the Eiffel Tower and, of course, we looked in some shops! The clothes weren’t very expensive but you can buy the same things at home, and anyway we couldn’t put any more clothes in our bags! In the afternoon we walked to the Sacre Coeur, a beautiful white church on a hill. Nearby there is a place with a lot of artists. One artist painted a picture of Amy. It’s very good and it wasn’t expensive. In the evening, sadly it was time to come home. Paris was lovely and we have some beautiful photos to remember it. Next time we want to stay for a week!

1. The writer travelled to Paris by car.  ___

2. The weather was good when they arrived.  ___

3. Their hotel was near the River Seine.  ___

4. An artist painted a picture of the writer.  ___

5. The writer stayed in Paris for three days.  ___
Task 7 Read the text and answer the questions!

Charles Dickens
Charles Dickens is one of England’s most famous writers. He lived from 1812 to 1870 and he wrote fifteen major novels and lots of short stories. There are over 180 TV and film adaptations of his books. Some of his most famous books are Oliver Twist, Great Expectations and David Copperfield. 

Dickens was born in Portsmouth in the south of England, but the family moved to London when he was ten years old. He had a difficult childhood. His father spent a long time in prison and Charles had to work in a factory from the age of twelve. Later his family received money from his father’s family and their life became better. Charles studied law but he hated it and became a journalist. This was when he started writing his books.

Dickens’ books are wonderful pictures of life in the big city of London at that time and are full of amazing characters. These characters are often very sad and very funny at the same time. Dickens wrote about poor people a lot and he wanted to show what life was like for them, so his characters’ lives are not very happy. But Dickens’ way of writing is very clever and funny and the characters can make us laugh!

Charles Dickens had ten children but his marriage wasn’t very happy. He died in 1870 and is buried in Westminster Abbey. Some people say he was one of the greatest writers in history. It is certainly true that his books are as interesting today as they were when he first wrote them. 

1. When and where was Charles Dickens born?

_________________________________

2. Why was his childhood difficult?

_________________________________

3. What was his first job?

_________________________________

4. What are his books about?

_________________________________

5. How old was he when he died?   

_________________________________

Task 8 Read the text and choose the best answers!
The Kitchen Cupboard

Tania Francis is the owner of a new food store called The Kitchen Cupboard. Our reporter, Fran Peters, asked her about the business.

Fran  Your food store is very popular Tania. Why do you think this is?

Tania  Well, healthy food is big news these days. Our store sells healthy food and we tell you how to cook it!

Fran  Do you tell every customer?

Tania  We give recipes every time you buy something at our store.

Fran  And do you eat the food from your store?

Tania  I certainly do! I try to stay healthy. I go to the gym, I go jogging every day and I write the recipes for the store. Of course, I have to cook them first!

Fran  Which is your favourite recipe?

Tania  That’s difficult. I really like the chicken and tomato burgers and, of course, the fish and cheese pie. That’s very popular.

Fran  Do you think people really want to be healthier these days?

Tania  Yes. There are a lot of reports in the newspapers and magazines about people who are too heavy. It’s so dangerous. People are learning to cook and eat healthier food. But healthy doesn’t mean boring! Come along to The Kitchen Cupboard and see how many delicious meals you can cook with healthy food.

1   At The Kitchen Cupboard you can


A have a cooking lesson.


B eat a good meal.


C buy healthy food.

2   Tania


A has a lot of cookery books.


B loves eating.


C does a lot of exercise.

3   One of her favourite recipes includes


A meat and vegetables.


B fish and vegetables.


C fruit and vegetables.

4   Tania thinks people want to be healthy because


A they know it’s dangerous to be heavy.


B they like healthy food.


C they want to be in the newspapers.

5   Healthy food


A is usually boring.


B is often expensive.


C can be delicious.

Task 9 Read the text and answer the questions!
A near accident

Pam Tyler has just returned from a winter holiday and has a story to tell about a very near accident.

Pam travelled with her husband, Steve, and her two children, Kev and Lucy. They were very happy when they started the journey. ‘The children were so excited,’ says Pam. ‘Christmas with lots of snow. It was the perfect holiday!’ 

The Tyler family went by car and took the car ferry from England to Norway. ‘It was very cold,’ continues Pam. ‘And the children asked again and again, “Is it snowing in Norway?” When the boat arrived it was amazing. The snow was really heavy!’

They arrived at 6.30 in the evening and they had to drive for two hours to get to their holiday home. But first they had to drive through the town – on the right hand side of the road! Pam was the driver with Steve beside her and the children were in the back. At that time of the evening it was dark and snowy and it was difficult to see the road. Pam drove slowly. Suddenly she saw a red light and stopped quickly. She was just past the light. 

Steve shouted, ‘Drive!’ 

‘But it’s red,’ said Pam. 

‘Just drive!’ Steve shouted. ‘Now!’ 

Pam drove and a few seconds later a tram passed behind them. The red light was there to stop the cars when the trams passed. In the snow Pam stopped the car after the light and she stopped ON the tram lines. Luckily, Steve saw the tram and saved their lives!

‘There aren’t any trams in my town in England,’ says Pam. ‘I didn’t know about the tram lines. We nearly died. We were very lucky. Of course, Steve drove for the rest of the holiday!’

1. Why were the children excited about the holiday?

_________________________________

2. What was the weather like when they arrived in Norway?_________________________________

3. Why was it difficult to drive?

_________________________________

4. What did Pam see and what did she do?

_________________________________

5. Why did Steve shout ‘Drive!’?

_________________________________

Task 10 Read the text and match the jobs with the descriptions!
The worst job

We asked several young people, ‘What do you think is the worst job?’ Here are their answers. Do you agree with them?

A  This is probably the worst job in the world! I feel sick when I think about it! You’re up so high and there’s air all around you. Then they pull you up and let you go down. Wow – I’m never going to do anything like that!

B  The hours are terrible. You have to get up really early when it’s dark and go to bed early. You have to go out when it’s cold and rainy and you get very dirty too. I’m going to get a job indoors.

C  Oh – can you imagine? There are spiders and horrible little things all round you, everywhere! Some of them are really dangerous too and you have to feed them and touch them and clean out their boxes! No thank you. I think I’ll work in an office.

D  I’m sure the smell is awful. The food stays in the bags for days or even weeks and you have to pick up the bags and carry them. Uggh! Sometimes the bags break and you have to clean up all the mess. I think the people who do this job should earn lots and lots of money.

E  I like watching plays and films but you’ll never see me on a stage. It’s too frightening and I’m sure it’s very hard to learn all the words. Everyone’s looking at you and waiting for you to make a mistake. But I admire people who can do it. 

1. actor  ___

2. high-rise window cleaner  ___

3. rubbish collector  ___

4. farmer  ___ 

5. insect-house zoo keeper  ___
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